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Health Professions Advising- What A Production!
“Off Broadway and Regional Theater”

The Other Fields of Medicine
Posted by Penn State’s Division of Undergraduate Studies with permission from

Debra Kirchhof-Glazier

Juniata College

kirchhof@juniata.edu 

I.  The Roles* (the most common professions are in bold):
Clinical- for those who want to “fix what ails you”


Acupuncture*


Allopathic medicine


Audiology


Chiropractic*


Dental hygiene


Dentistry

Optometry

Osteopathic Medicine


Paramedic


Pharmacy


Podiatric Medicine

Massage Therapy*


Naturopathic Medicine*


Nursing- L.P.N., R.N., B.S.N., M.S.N, D.N.P


Respiratory Therapy


Veterinary Medicine


Technical​- for the “gadget-, lab-, and/or computer-minded”


Biotechnology


Blood Banking


Cardiovascular Technology

Cytotechnology


Dental Laboratory Technology

Histotechnology


Medical Technology


Nuclear Medicine Technology

Perfusion Technology


Radiologic Technology
Artistic- for the “sensitive in spirit”

Art Therapy

Dance and Movement Therapy


Horticultural Therapy


Medical Illustration


Music Therapy

Support – for those who want to “help people”

1.  For the disabled


Occupational Therapy


Orthotics and Prosthetics



Physical Therapy



Speech and Language Pathology

2.  Helping people help themselves

Dietetics and Clinical Nutrition 


Genetic Counseling


Life Coaching*


Marital and Family Counseling


Medical Social Work


Mental Health Counseling


Nutritional Consulting*


Reiki*


3.  Right-hand crew members



Medical Laboratory Technology



Pharmacy Technology


Physician Assistant



Surgical Assistant



Pathologists’ Assistant



Veterinary Technology
Sports- related- for “sports enthusiasts and former athletes”

Athletic Training


Orthopedic Surgery 


Physical Therapy


Podiatric Medicine


Recreational Therapy

Systems and Administration- for those who want to work “behind the scenes”

Health Administration


Health Communication


Health Education


Health Information Management

Public Health- 10 major areas

Science-based- for the “intellectuals”

Biomedical or Clinical Research (Ph.D.)


Biomedical Engineering


Biostatistics


Health Science


Medical Library Science 


Pathology

*represents a CAM (complementary and alternative medicine) perspective
II. Casting and Directing


Encouraging Students to Explore- some leading questions



1.
What attracts you about the health professions (“zen” it!)?



2.
What do you enjoy in life?



3.
At what do you excel?



4.
What lifestyle do you want to have?



5.
What are you willing to sacrifice for your profession?

Helping Students Find Their Niche- some suggested guidance

1. Pursue your Passion!

2. “Antennas up, Blinders off!”

3. The “Little Voice” (It doesn’t talk, but if you don’t listen to It, It won’t shut up)

4. The Dating Game- play the field (shadow) and ask yourself, “Will I like this when the lust wears off?....”

Resources:  Deb’s Favorites
1.  300 Ways to Put Your Talent to Work in the Health Field, National Health Council, 2002; to order see http://www.nationalhealthcouncil.org/pubs/order_form.htm  ($15 members; $18 

non-members)
2.  Health Professions Admissions Guide: Strategy for Success, 6th Edition, Carol 

Baffi-Dugan, Ed., 2004. NAAHP; to order see http://www.naahp.org/publications.htm ($22 members; $44 non-members)

3.  Health Professions Career and Education Directory, American Medical Association, 2006-2007- to order call AMA at 800-621-8335 and ask for product OP417506 or

 https://catalog.ama-assn.org/Catalog/product/product_detail.jsp?productId=prod670006?checkXwho=done ($52.50 members; $70 non-members;  is being discontinued but you can still get a copy of this year’s resource)

4.  The Meaning of Life, Bradley Trevor Greive, 2002.  Andrews McMeel Publishing, Kansas City, MO 64111. ($9.95 new on www.Amazon.com)
